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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

i . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Fairmount Park 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N C N U M B E F 

Extends along both East and West banks of Schuylki l l River 
ŷT̂y Jl^?"v?N^^"^"" ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ i ^T""* ><"seum at Spring Garden St. to Northwestem C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Philadelphia 
Ave. 

15. CLASSIFICATION 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

k2. I PhiladelpMa JLQL, 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

^ D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g K P u b l i c P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 1 1 O c c u p i e d Y e s ; 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re • P r i v a t e 1 1 In P r o c e s s 1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 
• R e s t r i c t e d 

• O b j e c t • Bo th [ 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
^ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

i n p r o g r e s s • No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i a l 

^ E d u c a t i o n a l 

^ En te r ta inment 

I i Government 

[ i Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

^ M u s e u m 

I S Pa rk 

I I P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation CU Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

IU 
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

City of Philadelphia 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

City Hal l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Philadelphia 
{'p. LOCATiOhTOF L EG A T D E SCR IP Tl 0N~ 

Pennsylvania M 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Department of Records 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

City Hal l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Philadelphia 
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^ W E 

Op*misylvania 42 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Philadelphia His tor ical Commission 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; I960 • F e d e r a l • State C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Philadelphia Historical Commission m 
S T R E E I T A N D N U M B E R : t 
1313 City Hall Annex \ 
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7, c>escRiPTroN 

CONDITION 

f C h e c k O n e ; 

• Excellent [g. Good • Foir • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered ^ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

{ I Moved Q Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Beginning vith the acc(uisition of the five acres at Fairmount for 
the Waterworks and reservoir, now site of Art Museum, the Park was 
gradually extended by the purchase, first of Lemon Hill and Sedgley in 
1856, and then by the addition of about 220 acres at Lansdowne and 
George's Hill in the 1860's. Still later additions have brought the 
Park area up to some AlOO acres along both banks of the Schuylkill and 
the Wissahickon. (The Wissahickon Valley is a Registered National 
Natural Landmark,) 

In 1876 the Lansdowne and George's Hill segments became the site 
of the Centennial Exhibition. Memorial Hall and the Ohio House remain 
to remind present-<lay visitors of this great fair. At about the same 
time the Zoological Gardens .(in 1874) were opened to the public. Today, 
the Playhouse in the Park offers Philadelphians theater-in the round, 
and Robin Hood Dell, the chance to hear the Philadelphia Orchestra. 
Picnic areas, a golf course at WaOjiut Lane; swimming, both indoors at 
Memorial Hall and outdoors at the nearby Kelly Pool; fishing in the 
Wissahickon, and boating on the Schuylkill, a sport made famous by the 
paintings of Thomas Eakins' (18^-1916), add a variety to the rural 
walks, bicycle paths, and otte r more usual features of a large urban Park, 
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PERIOD CchecJc One or Afore as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

1 2 18th Cen tu ry 

S 19th Cen tu ry 

0 " 20th Cen tu ry 

SPEflFIC DATEls) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

0 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

1 I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I Invent ion 

0 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i 

l osophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

S Scu lp tu re 

I 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n 

i t a r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other ( -Speci fy ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Despite a variety of such modem encroachments as the Schuylkill 
expressway, Philadelphia's Fai mount remains imequalled among American 
municipal parks for its combination of unusual size, natural beauty, 
historical inqiortance, and the interest and merit of the buildings and 
sculpture it contains. 
Althoug advice was sought from such nationally prominent landscape 

architects as Robert Morris Copeland of Boston and Olmsted & Vaux of 
New Tork, the park in its present form cannot be said to be the work of 
any one man. Nor is it easy to assign a single date to its establishment. 
Legislation formally setting aside a large area bordering the Schuylkill 
"forever, as an open public place" was not passed by the Pennsylvania 
Assembly until 186?, but the origins of the park are tP be found at 
least half a century earlier in the five acres that first surroimded the 
Schuylkill waterworks, begun in 1812j in this sense, at least, Faiimoxmt 
should probably be considered the earliest public park in America, 
apart from the city square and the colonial commcai. To protect the purity 
of the city's water supply and to provide for the "health and'enjoyment" 
of its citizens, the area reserved for public use was gradually extended 
from this modest beginning imtil it became one of the largest - some 
would say the largest - municipal park in the world. 
No longer the source of Philadelphia's water supply and now someiidiat 

neglected, enough remains of the unusual group of late Federal and 
early Classical Revival buildings that conprised the Waterworks to make 
it clear yihy even Charles Dickens had kind wo]?ds to say conceming its 
beauty and i/ihy innumerable artists have found it and the little park 
surrounding it to be among the most "picturesque" of American subjects. 
With the acreage gradually added to this nucleus came numerous other 

dings, at least a dozen of tdiich are recognized as being of primary 
i:̂ orical and stylistic iiiportance: "Lemon Hill" (c. 1800), one of two 

nding Federal houses in Philadelphia and one equalled by few 
les in the coimtry; "Woodford" (1750's, enlarged 1772), Judge Cole

man' d mid-Georgian mansion, vAiich now houses the superb Naomi Wood 
collection of 18th-century fumishings; Judge William Peters' "Belmont" 
(ma3̂  portion built c. 1775), the woodwork and plaster ceilings of lAiich 

among the handsomest of the period and the area; "Strawbeny Mansion" 
luilt 1797, enlarged 1825), now restored to scaaething of its fonner 

grandeur by the women of the Committee of 1926; John Penn's "Solitude" 
(c. 1785) with its superb plaster ceiling in the Adam maimer: "Sweetbrier" 
(1797), Samuel Breck's attractive country house, lAiich, despite the loss 

(Cont'd) 



^ . MAJOR B IBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Records in Archives of the City and County of Philadelphia. 
Files of Fairmount Park Conimission; Philadelphia Historical Comnission 
Fainnount Park; Sketches of Its Scenery. Waters, and History (I87I). 
Antiques (Nov. 1962), LXXXII, No. 5 

10. C E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L Q C A T I N G T H E P R O P E I R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

75° 15 • 00 -
75° 10 • 30 " 
75° 10 • 30 " 
75° 15 ' 00 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

40 ° 05 ' 00 " 
40 ° 05 ' 00 " 
39 ° 57 • 30 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y 
39 ° 57 • 30 
M A T E D P R O P E R T Y 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C f O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

il ?. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

George B. Tatum, Professor, Univeraity of Delaw r̂ft 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Philadelphia Historical Corrnii fistoai- 1^-72 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1313 City Hall Annex 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Philadel; 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T l F t C A l l O N 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

State • Loca l • Nationa 

lif icance of 

1 O K 

Name 

son Officer 

Title Executive Director^ Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Conunission 

Date 

Pennsylvania 42 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) 

of its gardens and dependencies, still remains an outstanding exanqple 
of the sophisticated simplicity that characterizes the best late 18th-
century architecture; and of course "Mount Pleasant" (begun I76I), 
which has been called the "finest Georgian mansion north of the Mason-
Dixon Line." 

Following the Civil War, the park was extended to the west baiik 
of the Schuylkill in time to provide the location for the Centennial 
Exhibition in I876. The demolition about 1955 of Horticultural Hall, 
one of the two "pennanent" buildings of the Centennial, was a tragic 
and irreparable loss to the city and to the nation, but Memorial Hall 
(now repaired and used as a recreation center) still stands, as does 
the Ohio House, the only one of the structures erected for the Centennial 
by each of the states to remain in situ. Nearby are the gardens of 
the Zoological Society (chartered 1859 and therefore said to be the 
first such organization in North America), triiich were opened on their 
present site in 1874 and which still retain a number of inportant 
buildings, including the original entrance pavilions designed by the 
Philadelphia firm headed by Frank Fumess, certainly one of the most 
talented of Victorian architects. 

Not the least of the original attractions of the little park that 
surrounded the Philadelphia Waterworks was William Rush's Nymph and 
Bittem Fountain (now cast in bronze and removed to the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, nearby). Through the generosity of the Fairmoant Park 
Association and other private grotps and individuals, works of 
sculpture have continued to add appreciably to the interest and beauty 
of the expanded park. A number of these like Herman Kim's Catholic 
Total Abstinence Fountain, erected for the Centennial, or the Civil 
War Memorial Gate (gift of Richard Smith, erected 1897-1912) are 
perhaps more to be wondered at than adiairedy but others like Randolph 
Rogers' Lincoln Monument (I87I), Augustus 5ft̂ '̂audens' Garfield Memorial 
(1896), Daniel Chester French's status of General Grant, Cyrus E. 
Dallin' s Medicine Man, or Frederic Remington' s Cowboy are major exainples 
of_the work of some of America's most talented sculptors. 

If only because of its î )peal to young and old alike, the 
scholar tiho would study its sculpture and buildings, no less than the 
city dweller who would escape the heat and squalor of his surroimdings, 
Fairmount Park probably offers more toward the enrichment of 
cont«i?)orary life than does any other of Philadelphia's many contributions 
to the arts of America. 



FAIRMOUNT PARK, PHILADELPHIA 

It was the f i r s t major urban park in America, dated back i 
to 1812. 

It i s the largest urban park in the United States. 

It i s generally considered the finest urban park in the } 
United States, and possibly in the world. It is without doubt the ; 
world's greatest 19th century c i t y park. 

It was originally created to protect the supply of clean 
water; a pioneer effort in the conservation and ecology movement. 

It already contains a number of o f f i c i a l l y designated 1 
Historic Lan<M§xks including the Wissahickori iralTey^ j 
and Woodford Mansions. ] 

.-. It also contains numerous buildings ĉ ^ 
Historlc_Americ^^U^^ including: Beimont Mansion; ij 
Cedar Grove; Chamounix; L e t i t i a Street House; Lemon H i l l ; Memorial ^ 
Hall; Tom Moore Cottage; Ormiston; Ridgeland; Rockland; Solitude; 
Strawberry Mansion; Sweetbrier; Woodford, and others. 

It also contains numerous historic and famous statues i n - | 
eluding: Rodin's The Thinker; Remington's Cowboy; Fremiet's ^ 
Jeanne D'Arc; J. Massey Rhind's Tedyuscung; Alexander Calder's 
Swann Memorial Fountain figures, and others. .4 

It contains America's f i r s t zoo. < 

It was the site of America's f i r s t International Exhibition; i 
the United States' Centennial Celebration in 1876. i 

It i s one of the major arboretums In the United States. ^ 

L ̂  
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UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

S T A T E 

C O U N T Y 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

IcoMMON; Fairmount Fark 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

C I T Y O R TOWtsI: 

[iT^ET AND NUMBER: vjrteTids along both East and West banks of Schuylkill River 

11 Philadelphia 
S T A T E ; 

Pennsylvania 
^ . PHOTO REFERgNCE 

Jt2. Philadelphia LOl 

[PHOTO CREDIT; AWTIQUF-R (NOV. 196?), T.mfTT, Nn. 
IDATE OF PHOTO; unknown 

EGATivE FILED AT; Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1717 P.̂ +.y Hall Anner 

|4 iE^TIFICATIOh* 
D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Zoological Gardens in Fairmount Park. Entrance pavilion^<li2^/fg^ 
and Hewitt (c. 1876). Also shown, the bronze group of the I ^ g 
Lioness (Wilhelm Wolff, Berlin, c. 1873). 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Fairmount Park Philadelphia, 72001151 

Pennsylvania 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photograph of Zoological Gardens in Fairmount Park 

USGS Map 
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UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

C O U N T Y 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R R 1. I D A T E 

TO? 1̂  

C OMMON ;Fai'™QPP'^- P^yk 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

J.. W. LOCATION 
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IU 
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'STREET ANDNUMBER; ExteHds aloTLg both East and West banks of Schuylkill River 
m.M.Mn\con f-rnm AH Mtinfflim at Rnrinr Garrimi St to Nnrthwî ntem 

CITY OR TOWN; KVO » 

Philadelphia 
S T A T E ; 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E 

JiZ-

C O U N T Y ; C O D E 

JLQL. 

3, MAP REFERgHCe 

"u7 S. Department of th^Cst^eripr./^ological Survey Qf^^^^T^^f^ 
S C A L E ; ] ; 2 i , 0 0 0 

D A T E ; 1967 
[4. R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S ^ 

1. Proper ty broundar ies w h e r W ^ 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude referen 







yu'̂ o usrdln Koad j / 
Philadelphia^, Pa,, 19128 / 
January 18 972 H 

Senator Hugh D. Scott 
Senate 0-p-rice Bu i ld ing 
Washington, D ,C. 2051O 

Dear Senator Sco t t , 

I am w r i t i n g to you because o-r a case o-f* sheer -fTustratione R i ^ t now I -reel 
there i s no vdiere i n the Ci ty O-P Philadelphia I can turn* I have joined a group 
ca l l ed Save the Wissahickon and we are t r y i n g to do just that* 

In November I97O a b i l l (#21ii-9) was introduced to the P h i l a , Ci ty Council by 
Councilman George X , Schwartz to change the zoning on a t r ac t o-P land s i tuated at 
Henry Ave» and Wise's M i l l Road from R 2 to R 13, This was not a run o-f the m i l l zon
i n g request since the people on both sides of the Wissahickon Creek protested vehement
l y as soon as i t was introduced. 

The bui lder plans to erect two bui ldings Cone 10 story and one .11 story) housing 
400 apartnent u n i t s , I h i s i s to be done with no ingress or egress on Henry Ave, which 
means Wise ' s M i l l Road (a narrow road with a gu l ly on each side) w i l l have to handle 
a l l the t r a f f i c , I'm sure you are f a m i l i a r with the area. Our concem i s the Wissa
hickon Creek. The Creek w i l l not be able to handle tbe damage that w i l l be done to i t . 
I t i s the l a s t stream i n tha c i t y to be stocked, but there i s t a l k o^ not s tocking i t 
next year because of the p o l l u t i o n . This i s the only road ••Trom the Roxborough side ~ 
that leads to the area of Val ley GEreen, This i s one of the most beauti-pul places le-rt 
i n the c i t y and i s enjoyed ty people -frcm a l l over. 

In view of a l l the protest t h i s b i l l was held of-f u n t i l a f t e r the November 1971 
elect ions f o r i t s pub l ic hearing. Again our pleas to save th i s area - f e l l on dea-f ears. 
I t was a l so pushed so that i t was presented to ex-Mayor Tate -Por h i s signature on h i s 
l a s t day i n o-^-Pice* There were many l e t t e r s sent to him and pe t i t ions with 7OOO names 
presented to him asking him not to s ign t h i s b i l l or veto i t . Again our pleas were 
unheard* •> . 

We plan to f i ^ t t h i s i n j u s t i c e but I ask you how can we do th i s i-*" our elected 
c i t y o f f i c i a l s w i l l not l i s t e n ? I ask you w i l l our elected representatives i n Wash
ington help us NOW? Time i s short as the bui lder plans to s ta r t in March, 

'There has been much talk o-f having Fairmount Park put on the National Registry, 
can you help with this? Perhaps there is help in Washington when there is none in the 
city. ^ 

I s incerely hope f o r the sake of a l l the people i n Ph i lade lph ia you w i l l look 
in to t h i s matter and do anything you can© as soon as poss ib l e . 

Sincerely yoursf 

Sane groups who opposed t h i s b i l l a t the "Publ ic Hearing" were Mr, Weinberg ^or Mayor 
R i z z o , Dr, JackJ'IcGomick -for the rairmount Park Ctaimission, Mr, Thaaas Wolf, State 
Environmental S t r ike rorce , 2 i s t Ward C, G , , Chestnut H i l l Conm, A s s n , , i^riends of the 
W - i o r i n V - t . . ^U^-n r ) . ~ ^ V . ^ - .V, 1l.f„ . „ , « ! _ U 4 _ + . --1 - ~ r ~ , i ~ ~ — - n ^ . . 1 - 11. / - • , • „ , • » « - _ _ _ 

2l8 t Ward. 
c c : Sen. Schweiker 



H U G H SCOTT 
PENNSYLVANIA 

'^Cmfcb ̂ Ictlc^ ^cnaie 
W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 

Action C f f l c 9 - / ^ ^ ^ 
Fox info only 

January 27, 1972 

R e s p e c t f u l l y r e f e r r e d f o r such  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n as the-attached  

communication may warrant, and  

f o r a re p o r t i n d u p l i c a t e to  

accompany r e t u r n of enclosure. 

By d i r e c t i o n of 

United States Senator 

pal 

V ... 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 

P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 
W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 & 

H A R R I S B U R B , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 0 8 

Dr. W i l l i a m Murtagh, Keeper 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places 
801 19th S t r e e t , N.rtf. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr . Murtagh; 

Enclosed i s the entry f o r Fairmount Park, 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s answer to New York's C e n t r a l Park, and i f 
I might say so, a b e t t e r speciman,too. Would you please see 
that t h i s submission gets s p e c i a l treatment as I am under 
the opinion that r - there i s some urgent pressure on the 
park and that i t needs the p r o t e c t i o n of the R e g i s t e r . 

Thank you f o r seeing to t h i s matter f o r us, 
I t r u s t that you w i l l f i n d a l l the forms submitted to you 
t h i s week i n order. We t r y to l e a r n from our mistakes, and 
I b e l i e v e we must have made every mistake recorded by now. 
Say H e l l o to a l l your hard working s t a f f . 

S i n yours, 

LaFond, J r . Edwai 
Keeper 
Pennsylvania R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c S i t e s & Landmarks 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL BEGISTER 

STATE gTrggflVT.VMilA 

Date Entered 
FEB 7 1972 

Name Location 

FairnjouRt Park Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Oounty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Richaxd S. Schweikor 
Hon. Ja»«a A. Bynie 
Bon. Killian J. 6ree» 
Eton, Robert N. C. Klx 

Director, Northeast Region 

HR NRowland:mm 2/9/72 

State Liaison Office* 
Dr. S. K. Stevens 
Bx&cutive director 
Pemisylvania Kistoricftl & mu»%m 

CowBiissioa. r •y>^-
tfiiltam »«Ba Mwssorial NasetiB • 

ArchivM Building 
Box 1026 
Harristotirg, Pennsyivania 17108 • 



m ĥ̂ m FEB 2 E 1972 

Co 

Hoa, Bugft Bai-Jst 
Oiiit^d &t«tes Ssmtoi 
W&siiiiiitfcon, D.C, 

£saar Bcmtor £eotts 

Tbank yoa for yom- rcc^xjt in<iuij?y on Ibefes-Xf of l!ra, Mary Yoims 
concsamizsg the iwssinatioB of yaii^unt JPaerk l a X l̂l&d®XyMa> 
IfenxisylTOAm, to tlio Hatioaal J.!egii>tcr oT ^ii^/itoric laacec", 

tQi8 Bmissatien fcra for P&i«aotmt BsarS; x^cclved i a til ls 
Office on Jmixssy 3.1 asd i.s prc-K r̂itOy b̂ Ln;?; rcvici.'-ca by the et&ff 
of the Katio»2fii i-;ef:i.5iter of illetca*ic: I'IRC^S. y® 'y lU ê -qw îite 
t i l ls review aad '^rill h© pleased to not t^ you vh&n a d.ec.isioa ha« 
bean reaciied, 

P«aft of raim>afit Fsa?k i s filr«5f4y ft astureO. laa^aark. The Xan^asrk 
includfj.'i tbat portion af ths valley of Wlcsahickcn; Creek v l t M a tha 
ci ty l i a i t s of BillatJ.cXphia l̂ ct-Kt̂ sn EorthwsBtera Avenus mid i ta 
corifli;«.».-?ce with tlyj L-cJaj^iMil Kiver below idd'je AvcTras. It v&s 
inclyaad in the IJatloaal iveglstjy of ifat\irai X âadmrlcs l a -April 
19<S4 aa oris of the fixist thsy&Q noturai 3Aad?>.»ris£ 4c6igaat^d by th€ 
S^retasy of tht interior. 

JIatiiral iarttfeark dc<¥iGJmtloa i s & voluBte^f progrjsa aad dms not 
Involve a tfaange in ciwjicrship. It Is. a pro/xam. vhertfby the 
Itepcjrt̂ iiKjnt of the liiterior gives recOiSaitioa that a £?ltc contains 
£;cologlcal or eceALciiical vaiuo of su.cii, dii^tiactipo quality cs to 

of tiational eigjaif ieaac-e* 

Ottco a site tecaacs a resifit-orcd n.attirj5"l lrj.aK?̂ sj?3s, the ot/aer- i a 
s t i l l rc5">onsible for RiSiuii-uBtcriHg and prcacanfin;-! i t , r;r«d ©'.ict 
isaiirtain the intef^rity of tSjc ci ts to retz-un Itinv-mrk ctsitue. For 
thiis resiion ths Kation^a Paris Servic-e periodicaTty Esmls a 
r-C'prea©i2tictivc to a U the rcgictcj-^t aati;mi l&nslsisits, iisclu'iiE^ 

C3:;-27026 



I f tije ecological, or g^ log ics l fcatwes of a aatttral laRdBtjŝ & 
ajre tlcJiiroyoii or seriously iap;Jixed to the estent tiiat tho Bite 
i a no lort:^:r nsiionslly Bi^'di'icmAp ths «i to vtovXil lose i t s 
itetural lej:i^Ba*k et-tittts. 

iffe ©pprccl&t© yoitJ? irtt.<sr«».it ia' ths Bstioniil Register srtS. naturel 
laridi2?ark prosrains, V.-c lyrc erzcilx>sing tvo brochures vliich eKplein 
t>Cift]& of th&B& proi;2.̂ s3is i a detail* 

01sHj«rely yours. 

(SGD.) JOSEPH C. RU™g,̂ ĴR 
ACTING ASSOCIATE 

Ii;aclosure»(Coastituent*3 letter^ returned) 

cc: 
CL 
Director, Northeast Region) 
HR] 

L)) 
IJS) - - . 
FNP: FBSarles; FQgolini: rmt: 2/l.h/72 



NATIONAL rst ^ 
HERITAGE 

January 24, 1973 

Dr. William J. Mirtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
U. S. National Park Service 
1100 L. Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Re: Fairmount Park 
Preliminary Preservation § Utilization Program 

Dear B i l l : 

Enclosed is a copy of the Preliminary Preservation and Utilization 
program for Fairmount Park. We would very much appreciate i t i f 
you would retum the rough draft we sent you in December. 

Very truly yours, 

nONAL HERITAGE CORPORATION 

Jo]^ D. Milner, AIA 
Executive Director 

NATIONAL HERITAGE CORPORATION • chadds ford, Pennsylvania 19317 • tel. 215-459-8710 

WILLIAM MCC. PIGOTT MURRAY A. McCANCE JOHN D. MILNER \ 
president vice president vice president \ 

-1 



H34-PHR FEB 6 1973 

Mr. John D. Milner, AIA 
Executlva Director 
National Heritage Corporation 
Chadds Ford, Pennaylvania 19317 

Dear John: -

Thank you for your thoughtfulnegs In renumbering to send me a ; •;. 

copy of your Preliminary Preservation and Utilization program for 

Fairmount Park. In tum, we are sending you the rough draft which 

you had aent in December. Thanks again. It's a very g;oo<! looking 

Sincerely yours. 

William J. Murtash 
Keeper of tha National Resrlster 

Enclosure 

cc: • ' 
LI-Mr. Winge 
PHR w/cy inc - • 

WJMurtagh: kmk 2/6/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR 



F A I R M O U N T P A R K C O M M I S S I O N 
MEMORIAL HALL 

West Park, Philadelphia, Pa. 19131 

September 27, 197U 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 202iiO 

Dear Dr. Murtagh; 

I am writing to inquire i f Fairmount Park has been placed on the National 
Register. I have been unable to obtain a satisfactory answer locally 
and i t was recommended that I contact you. 

I f the Park as a whole has not been registered, would you please send 
the forms and instructions that w i l l enable the Fairmount Park Commission 
to accomplish this task. 

Yours truly, 

John Mcllhenny (J 
Park Historian ^ 

JMcl/janm 



OCT 1 8 1374 

Hr. Jolm ?icllhenn7 
. Park i l i s to r i an 

- Fairtsount Park Cofaaission 
•KeiBorial H a l l 
yest Park 

/ P h i l a d e l p h i a . PatmsyIvania 19131 
- '.Xf-. 

ft«ar Mr. Mcllhenny: 

Thank yoa f o r your recent l e t t e r concerning the itomlnatlon of 
Fairaotiat Park to the Jiational Register cf H ig to r l c Places . 

We are pleased to advise you that Palrsaouat Park was st?tered i n 
; the i'.'ational Ragiater on Fehruary 7, 1072. Enclosed are copies 

of the Fairaount Park noslnatlon and a l e a f l e t vlt ich describes 
the l ia t iona l Reijlstar prograns. 

We appreciate your interest i n h i s t o r i c preservation. -

Sincerely yours, . - " 

P g d . ) William J . MurtagH 

Wil l iam J . ?{urtach 
Keeper of the >iatioiial Tagister 

Enclosures 

ect Mr. ^^i l l iam J . 'Tewer 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and •. 

MusatiEi Coimnission 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 w/cy inc. » 

FNP:B Lebovich:1ml:10/14/74 
bcc: Regional Director, Mid A t l a n t i c Region w/cy inc. 

Director's Reading F i l e 
DI 
PR w/cy inc. ' . 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 



C O M M O N W E A L T H D F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C D M M I S S I D N 

W I L L I A M P E N N M E M O R I A L M U S E U M A N D A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

B O X 1 0 2 6 

H A R R I S B U R Q , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 7 1 2 0 

October 6, 1981 

Mr. B i l l Brabham 
National Register of His t o r i c Places 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Re: Grant's Cabin 
Fairmount Park National 
Register D i s t r i c t 

Philadelphia 
F i l e # ER 81 101 0987 

Dear Mr. Brabham: 

I t i s our understanding that Grant's Cabin at Fairmount Park was 

acquired by the National Park Service on or about September 10, 1981 

and was dismantled for relocation to i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e i n Hopewell, 

V i r g i n i a . We have amended our f i l e s to r e f l e c t t h i s and remit this 

l e t t e r for your records. 

Sincerely , 

jpeg Ranis ey 
Archite<:tural Historian 
Division of Planning & ?rotectisn 
Bureau for H i s t o r i c Preservation 
(717) 783-8947 

GR: j k 
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Virginia gets Grant camp 

LjCiwriil Urniit luul nidc^ slanii before the lo^ ealnn iu tliis liiitorienl plioto. 

By Roslvn H. Brewer 
Public AffaiVs Office, MARO 

The log cabin which \vas the 
residence of General Ulysses S. Grant 
during the last 5 months of the Ci \ il 
War is being returned by the 
Mid-Atlantic Region to its original site at 
Citv Point, near Hopewell, Va. 

The cabin, one of a complex built in 
1864 at Grant's Appomattox Manor 
heaciquarters, was visited several times 
bv President Lincoln. It was constructed 
expresslv for the Commanding General 
with logs placed vertically rather than 
horizontally, and the interior containing 
two rooms divided by a brick fireplace 
and chimney. Of the thousands of log 
cabins built by both armies during the 
Civil War, this is the onlv one known to 
remain. Regional Director James W. 
Coleman, Jr., calls the 25 bv 27-foot 
T-shaped structure a prime artifact and 
an integral part of the City Point story. 

At the end of the Civil War the cabin 
was given to George H. Stuart, 
President of the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission, a forerunner of the 
American Red Cross. In 1865 Stuart 
moved the structure to Philadelphia and 
gave it to the citv, and it was placed on 

land that later became Fairmount Park. 
The Fairmount Park Commission of 

Philadelphia offered the historic cabin to 
the NPS in 1971, but the Service was 
unable to act until the National Parks 
and Recreation Act of 1978 authorized 
acc]uisition of the City Point property. 
After the land was acquired as a 
sub-unit of Petersburg National 
Battlefield, agreement was reached 
between the NPS and the City of 
Philadelphia to move the historic 
structure to its original site. 

Both Fairmount Park and Petersburg 
National Battlefield are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Sites, and 
MARO therefore notified the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation and 
the State Historic Preservation officers 
for Pennsvlvania and Virginia that the 
two-room cabin was being carried back 
to Old Virginia. 

To confirm the age of the cabin, 
M A R O requested a tree-ring study from 
the U.S. Geological Survey. The 
laboratorv report stated that sample 
oak, chestnut and red cedar logs are old 
enough to be original fabric. 

According to Regional Chief of 
Interpretation and Visitor Services 
Chester O. Harris, the move became 

Workers from tlie stuffs of Indepeiuleiiee mui 
Valleii Forge NUPs earefiiUii disassemble Ihe log 
cabin. 

urgent when increasing e\ idence of 
vandalism was observed. A team was 
formed to disassemble the building 
under the direction of Regional 
Historical Architect Henry J. Magaziner. 
As workers from Valley Î orge and 
Independence Parks removed sections 
for loading on a flatbed truck. Historical 
Architect John Ingle marked each log 
and section for eventual reassembly. 
Each of the bricks in the chimney was 
also numbered and marked to show 
which side was up and in which 
direction it faced. A donation from the 
Eastern National Park and Monument 
Association provided financial assistance 
for the move. 

Before the cabin is reassembled, an 
archeological study will be made to 
determine the precise original site on 
which the cabin was built in November 
1864. Regional Archeologist David Orr 
expects the study to get underway 
soon, beginning with a 
ground-penetrating radar survey 
followed bv site excavation. 

When Grant's cabin is raised again at 
City Point exactly where it was 117 
years ago, visitors may give a nostalgic 
thought to the similarities in two great 
historical figures of the Civil War: each 
from Illinois, each served his country as 
President, and each is associated with a 
log cabin protected bv the NPS—Grant's 
in Petersburg National Battlefield in 
Virginia and Lincoln's traditional cabin 
in Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National 
Historic Site in Kentucky. 
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Preserve rangers wield chain saws 

A section of lhe pitcher plant area at Big Tliickel 
the backgroiiiid and pitcher plant m foreground. 

By John K. Apel 
Park Technician 

Big Thicket National Reserve, Tex. 

Anyone recently driving by the 
Turkey Creek Unit of Big Thicket 
National Preserve in Texas may have 
been surprised to hear chain saws 
cutting trees in the preserve and 
wondered why the rangers were not 
there doing something about it. Actually 
the people with the chain saws were 
Park Service rangers involved in a 
project to rahabilitate a pitcher plant 
"bog." The cutting of trees is onlv one 
of the efforts under way to provide a 
suitable environment for the pitcher 
plant's growth. The other part of the 
project consists of setting the pitcher 
plants on fire. At first this may seem 
incredible, that an agency responsible 
for the preserve's protection would 
resort to logging and burning, but let's 
take a closer look. 

There are three naturally occurring 
pitcher plant "bogs" (technically the 
bogs are actually wetland savannahs) in 
Big Thicket National Preserve ranging in 
size from '/z to almost 9 acres. Pitcher 
plants (Sarracenia alata) are carnivorous 
with a diet of small insects. They only 
grow in a few spots in the Big Thicket 

National Preserve, with slash pine and white bin/ in 

where most other kinds of forest plants 
are unable, or at least used to be 
unable, to grow. These places are 
generally open savannahs where water 
is slow to drain due to the depression of 
the area and an underlying layer of 
"waterproof" clay (hardpan). Unlike 
true bogs these wetland savannahs will 
often dry out during the year. It is the 
shift back and forth from wet to dry 
plus the periodic occurrence of fire 
which is thought to have maintained 
the wetland savannah and its pitcher 
plants. The many roads, farms and 
drainage projects built in the region 
since the first settlers came to the area 
have eliminated many of the savannahs 
and altered most of the remaining ones. 
Roads have prevented the spread of 
fires and diverted water, which had 
once flowed into the savannahs. The 
increasing numbers of people's homes 
in the area also created the need for 
efficient fire supression. 

What does fire have to do with 
pitcher plants? Well, in comparison with 
the trees and shrubs of the surrounding 
forest, the pitcher plants in the very 
flammable savannahs had easily 
survived occasional burning. The slower 
growing woody plants could only begin 
to invade the pitcher plant's 

neighborhood if fire were prevented for 
several years, allowing them time to 
grow large enough to become resistant 
to the fire. This is exactly what 
happened in the 50 years preceding the 
establishment of the national preserve 
in 1974. Bv then the savannahs had 
been seriously encroached upon by 
woody plants (pine, bay, gum, etc.). 
Since the pitcher plants and other plants 
native to the savannahs required the 
generous amounts of sunlight that the 
trees were beginning to block out, the 
pitcher plants were declining in 
number. Because the purpose of the 
preserve is to ensure not only protection 
of the natural values of the area but also 
the natural processes (like fire), which 
had created those values, some way of 
turning back the clock in the pitcher 
plant areas was needed. 

The national preserve's plans to "turn 
back the clock" involves a two tier 
approach: prescribed burning (fires set 
under predetermined conditions to 
achieve a specific goal), and removal of 
invading woody species, particularly the 
non-native slash pine (which was 
introduced as a commercial crop). The 
use of fire in recreating natural 
processes is not new in the National 
Park System, having first been used 
experimentally at Everglades National 
Park in the 1950s. In this area, the Texas 
Forest Service has burned wetland 
savannahs similar to those in the 
preserve at a Nature Conservancy area 
nearby with successful results. Two 
burns bv NPS crews during the winters 
of 1980 and 1981 in the largest of the 
national preserve's pitcher plant 
savannahs initiated the prescribed 
burning program in Big Thicket 
National Preserve. In the summers of 
1979, 1980, and 1981 NPS personnel 
have been cutting and removing those 
slash pines that had grown beyond the 
reach of fire. The cutting is being 
done entirely with hand tools and the 
brush is then hand-carried out of the 
savannah on temporary boardwalks to 
minimize the impact on the area. Once 
the trees are removed adequate sunlight 
and room to grow will allow the pitcher 
plants to move into areas they had been 
forced out of. 

While the cutting and removal of the 
slash pine will onlv be done once, the 
prescribed burning phase of this project 
will have to be carried out periodically 
to ensure the integrity of the unique 
plant community. In the future the 
preserve will construct an elevated 
boardwalk trail through the largest of 
the pitcher plant sa\'annahs so that 
visitors will be able to experience a part 
of Big Thicket's natural heritage without 
harming it. 

12 



1. STATE APPUCATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for uae by State eciUrat iii/oriiiulioii reception ayency) 

3. GRANTOR: o. Federol agency 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. Organizational unit 

National Park Service 

NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION D o U 

T h i i 

S p a r 

c . A d m i n i s t e r i n g ofTice —{!) N o m e 

D i v i s i o n of Grants 
(2) A d d r e H - S i r e e l or P.O. Box 

18th and C St ree ts , NW. 
Cliy 

Washington 
S t o l e 

D.C. 
Z i p C o d « 

20240 
4 . F E D E R A L A G E N C Y G R A N T IDENTIF IER: 

.42-75-00121-00 

b. Tit le 

Fairmount Park: Lemon H i l l Mansion Restorat ion 

c. Purpose Pro jcc t work on the ex ter ior w i l l include carpentry; pa in t ing ; b r i c k , stone, 
and stucco repa i r s ; r o o f i n g , gutters , and downspouts; and secur i ty and f i r e detect ioi i 
systems. In te r io r work w i l l involve carpentry repa i r s ; pa in t ing ; b r i c k , stone, and 
p las te r res to ra t ion ; and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of an HVAC system. 

5 . G R A N T E E : a . N o m e 

Pennsylvania Mr. Wi l l iam J . Wewer, Exec. D i r . , PA H i s t o r i c a l & Museum Commission 
b. A d d r e s s — St ree t o r P . O . B o x 

Box 1026 
Ci ty 

Harrisburg 
Sta te 

PA 
Z i p C o d e 

17120 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only tlte single most applicable box) 

a . S to te b . Inter- c . C o u n t y d . C i t y 

>lote 

s • • • 

e. S c h o o l 

d is t r ic t 

• 

f. S p e c i o l 

uni t 

• 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

• 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

• 

i. O t h e r 

• 
7. A P P U C A T I O N RECEIPT DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D a y 

75 I 10 I 31 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

75 11 

Day 

11 

9. EFFECTIVE S T A R T I N G DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h D o y 

75 11 J J L 

! 0 . E N D I N G DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

78 I n 

D a y 

J i L _ 
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action) 

c . S u p p l e m e n t o l d . C h o n g e in ex i s t i ng g r a n t o . N e w 

g r a n t 

b. C o n t i n u a t i o n 

g r a n t g r a n t 

( ident i fy agency in item 16) (l) Increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellotion (4) lncrease($) 
d u r o t i o n d u r o t i o n 

• • • • • • 

(5) D e c r e o s e ( $ ) 

n 
12. A M O U N T O F C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l - ( I ) b o s i c ( j ) S u p p l e m e n t a l 

* 7 2 , 2 5 0 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 10) 

b. S l o t s 

»72.250* 

c . Loco) 

$ 

d. Other 

i 
o . P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 
b. S u p p l e m e n t o l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

M . A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

.10-58-1040-0-1-405 o . F e d e r o l B u d g e t A c c o u n t s 

b. P u b l i c L o w s PL Tit le 

89 
S e c . 

665 
Tit le S e c . PL Tit le Sec. 

16 U . S . C . 47ir C. U.S. C o d e 

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only) 

<•• City Lemon H i l l D r . , East Fairmount 
Park, Phi lade lphia 

b. County Phi lade lphia 

16. REMARKS 

* c i t y of Phi lade lphia 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORAA ?• 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 B u r e u u o f l i u ; 

B u d g e t C i r c u l o r A - V 8 

2 4 0 - 1 0 1 



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION 

1. STATE A P P U C A T I O N IDENTIFIER 

42-74-00070-00-B \ 
2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception ageitcy) 

3. G R A N T O R ; o f e d e r o l a g e n c y 

Department of the Interior 
b. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l unit 

National Park Service 
c. Admin is te r ing o f f ice —(t) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s —Stree t o r P .O . Box 

18th and C Streets, NW 
C i t y 

Washington 
S t a t * 

D. 
Zip C o d * 

20240 
4. FEDERAL A G E N C Y G R A N T IDENTIFIER: o . C o d e 

42-74-00070-00-B 
b. Tit le 

Fairmount Park: , Ohio House Restoration 

c. Purpose xhe Ohio House, a stone and frame Gothic structure, was built in 1876 by the 
State of Ohio for the Centennial Exposition. Work wil l include extensive interior 
and exterior restoration as well as historical landscaping. 

5. GRANTEE: a. Name and Muscum Coimiiission 
PENNSYLVANIA Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive Director. Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l / 
b. A d d r e s s - S - r e e t or P .O . Box 

Box in?6 

Ci ty 

Harrisburg 
Sta te 

Pennsylvania 
Z ip C o d e 

17120 
6. GRANTEE TvpE (Check only the single most applicable box) 

a. Sfote b. Inter- c. County d. City 

-EL 

b. Inter
state 

• • n 

e. S c h o o l 

d isrr ic t 

f. S p e c i a l 

unit 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

ac t i on 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n 

• n • • • 
7. APPL ICAT ION RECEIPT DATE 

D a y 

10 
Y e a r .Vontn 

75 ! 2 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

75 i 03 
D a y 

03 

9. EFFECTIVE S T A R T I N G DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h D a y 

75 I 03 I 03 

10. E N D I N G DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

78 I 03 
D o y 

02 
U. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as tnany boxes as apply to this action) 

a . N e w b. C o n t i n u a t i o n c. S u p p l e m e n t a l . d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r o n t 

g ron t g r a n t g r a n t 

(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellotion (4) lncrease($) (5) Decrease($) 
d u r a t i o n d u r a t i o n 

X2J • • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T O f C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . f e d e r o l - ! 1 ) b a s i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t a l 

s80,000 
13. CATALOG 0.= FEOERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM lif none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S t o t * 

s83,700* 
c. L o c a l 

$ 
a . P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

15.904 

d. Other 

S 

b. S u p p l e m e n t a l P r o g r a m N u m b e r 

U . A U T H O R i Z . - T ; O N 

a . F e d e ' c i Budget A c c o u n t s 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Pubi ic LoM-s PL Title S e c . Title S e c . PL Tit le S e c . 

89 665 
c. U.S. Ci>ae 16 U . S . C . 470 

IS. FACILITY LOCATION; (For facility grant actions only) 

°- "̂'"̂  Philadelphia b. County Philadelphia 

16. REMARKS 

*City of Philadelphia appropriation. 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 240 
June 1970 Bureau ot the 
Budge t C i rcu la r A - 9 8 
24P -101 


