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gtadgrixk Law Olmstead ri822-190.'^-| . a founder of landscape archi
tecture and^ity planning in the United States, designed Sudbrook Park

The(1891) which is a well preserved turn of the century summer resort, 
project dates from the mature period of Olmstead's career after his 
urban park designs for New York, Boston and Buffalo; campus plans for 
Smith Amherst, Stanford and Trinity colleges; and before his contribution 
to the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. Sudbrook Park embodies 
the emphasis on natural contours and curvilinear forms which characterizes 
Olm^ead's approach to landscape planning.

In 1890 the Sudbrook Company purchased a 204 acre tract for a summer 
r^ort development. The company set aside one acre for a depot for the 
Western Maryland Railway whose tracks bounded the property on the east. 
Eighteen daily trains provided the area direct acess to Baltimore which 
helped to insure its success. In receipt of Olmstead»s plan based on 
five curvilinear streets with large lots following the rolling topography 
the Sudbrook Company laid out streets and constructed ten speculative 
houses. Social acitivity for the summer residents centered around the 
hotel (demolished) which provided lodging for less permanent residents.
The Company also provided a swimming pool, stables and a nine-hole golf r 
course. Although these accoutrements have disappeared as Sudbrook Park 
became a year-round community and as Baltimore City expanded and surrounded 
It, the inte^ty of the district and the residential nature and archi
tectural cl^acter are unchanged and the intent of Olmstead's plans have 
remained. ✓

The Sudbrook Company helped assure the preservation of the area throug 
deed restrictions. Each minimum sized one acre lot could have no more 
than one house and no more than one family on it. The animal population 
was limited to two cows and to four horses per acre. The structure itself 
had to sit forty feet back from the street although an allowance of up to 
five feet was allowed for porches, cornices, and bays, and at least ten 
feet from neighboring property lines. A height limit was set at three
stories. The company even dictated the architectural style be rural and 
not urban,

Sudbrook Park attracted some of Baltimore's most prominent citizens, 
^ese included Henry Harlan, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore 
City; Arthur Poultney, head of Poultney's Wood and Coal Company, Judge S.
A, Stump, Dr. Herbert Harlan, specialist in eye and ear disease, and 
Ezra Whitman a prominent civil engineer.

(see continuation sheet # 2
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Sudbrook Park

windows on the first floor and bay windows above. A pair of dormers is 
located in the front face of the hiproof.

507 Sudbrook Road (see photograph) is a large rectangular Georgian 
Revival dwelling with a porch extending longer than the facade. It is pre
sently covered with aluminum siding and the windows have louvered shutters. 
Stone piers support square columns which in turn support the porch roof.
The most outstanding feature of the dwelling is the large composite dormer 
suggestive of a Palladian window composed of a central semi-circurlar arched 
sash with gable above, flanked by rectangular diamond paned sash windows 
having shed roofs.

515 Sudbrook Road's northwest facade faces the street and displays a 
gable roof on one side of the ridge and a gambrel roof on the other. The 
two and a half story house is five bays long with a door in the center as 
well as one in the adjacent bay to the southwest. A modified Palladian 
window is located in the attic. The broad expanse of facade recalls the 
shingle style houses of the late nineteenth century along the New England 
sea coast.

The house at the southeast comer of Sudbrook and Windsor Roads typi
fies the expansive domestic architecture of the turn of the century. The 
hip roof with its "window's walk" and large brick chimneys (on the north
west and soupieast faces of the roof) and the symmetrically arranged facade 
are the chi^ elements that associate this structure with the vernacular 
Georgian'-f^levival. The principal (northwest) facade is two bays wide with 
paired windows in each bay. Each face of the roof contains a pair of dorm
ers which, in turn, have hip roofs. Following the usual practice in Sud
brook Park, there is a one story porch across the northwest facade.

708 Cliveden Road illustrates the penchant in Sudbrook Park for the 
gambrel roof. The main block of the frame one and one half story structure 
has a gambrel roof whose ridge parallels the street front facade. Within 
the roof are gambrel roofed dormers. A one story porch runs across the 
north principal facade. The gambrel roof extends to include and to shelter 
the porch. A gambrel roof wind extends one bay north from the main block 
of the house. A gabled dormer is located on the north side of the gable 
roofed wing.

718 Cliveden Road (see photograph) is a relatively plain, rectangular 
two story dwelling. The gable facing the street as well as the small pedi
ment above the steps to the porch have a half-timber design. The gable is 
emphasised by an ogee plaster bracket cornice which carries it forward of 
the main wall. The porch which extends on part of three sides of the dwell
ing has elements and design usually associated with the Queen Anne style.

720 Howard Road contrasting with the rest of Sudbrook Park was con
structed in the mission style. With the characteristic stucco walls and 
a red tile roof. The house was built in three parts. The central section 
contains a projecting entrance flanked on each side with a casement window. 
The cornice line curves upward in the center of the central block indicat
ing the position of the door. On one side of the center section is a

fsee continuation sheet #2~l
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No. 7. Description - Continued

projecting bay with a gable end facing the street. The third section at 
the opposite comer contains three windows in arched recesses. The roof 
line' is raised at each corner of this section as if to give the impression 
of a castle tower.

Significant properties in Sudbrook Park are found at the following 
addresses 500, 501, 503, 505, 505 1/2, 506, 507, 508, 511, 515, 600, 607, 
Sudbrook Road; 706, 708, 718 Cliveden Road; 720, 722, 724, 726, 753 
Howard Road; 1008, 1016, 1018 Windsor Road; and 605, 610 Upland Road.

No. 8. Significance - Continued

Architecturally Sudjwfook Park typlifies the upper and middle class 
domestic vernacular oi^the early 20th century. The preponderance of 
shingles with Queen /nne and Coloinal Revival forms and details helps 
establish the district in its appropriate time frame. The contemproary 
date and homogenous character of the majority of the structures within 
the district augments its significance.

No. 9. Major Bibliographical References - Continued 

Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland:

Baltimore County Land Records
Baltimore County Mortgage Records ^
Bromley Atlas of Baltimore County, 1915 
Hopkins Atlas of Baltimore and Carroll County, 1877

May 3 0 1973 ^
national 
register

Interview:

Mrs. T. Newell Cox, Sudbrook Park, Pikesville, Maryland. 

Maryland Historical Society; Baltimore, Maryland:

McHenry Family Papers
Minutes of the Garrison Forest Farmer's Club

Secondary Sources:
(see continuation sheet #3)
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STATE COUNTY TOWN

Maryland Baltimore South of Pikesville
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Beltway
Southwest of Western Maryland Railway, north of Mill Road, southeast of Baltimore/

3. MAP REFERENCE

Baltimore West Quadrangle 1:24000/
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May 18, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh 
National Park Service 
Department o£ the Interior 
Washington, D.C, 20240

CO , ’^^ 1973 R

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed the following National Register nomination 
from Maryland.

Sudbrook Park
Baltimore County, Maryland

We appreciate your interest and will look forward to the 
acceptance of this (building, site, property, etc.) on the 
National Register.

Sincerely,

Orlj2^/r<]Lo 2^dj0jJi tVf

Orlando Ridout IV 
State Preservation 
Officer for Maryland 
(State Liaison Officer)

OR/mh

Enclosures:
1 map and map form 
3 photographs and photo forms 
National Register form
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July 9, 1973

Ms. Ann Webster Smith, Director 
Office of Community Relations 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Environment Safety and Consumer Affairs 
Room 9426 .
Department of Transportation 
Washington, D.C. 20590
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Dear Ms. Smith:

As State Historic Preservation Officer, I am concerned about 
plans for the construction of a federally funded highway through 
Sudbrook Park, an historic district listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. I would very much like the opportunity to go 
oyer the plans of the Department of Transportation with you and a 
representative from the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

On the 19th of July at 10:00 a.ra., members of my staff and I 
are meeting with a representative of the Maryland Department of 
Transportation. Could you or a member of your staff join us? If 
possible, I would like an opportunity to meet with you and a rep
resentative from the Advisory Council before the meeting with the 
State Highway representative. I shall set up a tentative- meeting 
at 9:30 a.m. (July 19) at the Maryland Department of Transportation, 
Friendship Airport.

If another time would be more convenient for youi please let 
me know at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,,
- k)-: '•‘kky'-

ym). ;S|'.^-’4pa"if'iXA0rl-ando:jRidout:: IV-«
State Historic

■̂ Preservation Officer .■
,(|:;Kenjy,-'jT^SAm:r/dbfeox.rn!iT|:X fo siGSf kxe|j lom 
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607 Farmhurst Road 
Pikesvllle, Maryland 21208 
May 10, 1975

Senator Charles MaC Mathias 
senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Mathias,
The sudbrook Club, Inc. for the past four years has been 

opposing the construction of the Northwest Expressway (re- 
located Rt. 140) and Rapld.'Transit System throu^ Sudbrook Park.

Over a year ago this area (Sudbrook Park) was put on the 
National Register of Historic Areas. We feel by being a historic 
area more consideration should be given to the routing of the 
Northwest Expressway/Rapid Transit through Sudbrook Park.

We have written to the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation in Washington on repeated occasions only to have 
one letter answered and that being in the way of a form letter.

Due to many months of digging and leg work, we have 
discovered that the Maryland Department of Transportation 
will release it's design phn sometime in July. We also 
realize that this design must have the approval of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation due to the fact Federal funds 
are being used for this project.

The residents and this organization feel it is hightime 
we knew where the Advisory Council on Historic Presedation 
stands on this matter and why we have never been contacted Tor 
our imput on this matter.

We are hoping that you as an elected official will look 
into this matter as soon as possible. The well being of over 
500 families at this point are at stake if this project is 
allowed to go through Sudbrook Park.

We await your prompt response.
Sincerely,

Llh4a Powell 
Chairman
Civic Improvement Committee
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Washington, d.C. 20510
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MMES R. CALljOWAY 
C»EP COUNSa. AND STAFF DIRECTOR

May 19, 1975 "

Dr. William J. Murtaugh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic 

Preseirvation
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtaugh:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I recently 
received from Linda Powell, Chairman of the Civic Irtprovement 
Ccmmittee, of the Sudbrook Club, located in Pikesville, 
Maryland. As indicated, Ms. Powell is writing with regard 
to the interest of the National Register of Historic Places 
in the location of the Northwest Ej<pressway.

It wuld be deeply appreciated if you would review 
the matters outlined in the enclosed and provide me with a 
full report on your findings. If apprcpriate, perhaps a 
meeting could be arranged between representatives of the 
Sudbrook Clvib and members of your staff.

•J

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

With best wishes.

4 4:i

sincerely.

Charles 
United St

Mathias, Jr. 
3 Senator

CM:ng
Enclosure
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JUN 6 1975

Hr»ioraia.« Charles HeC. Hathias, 4r, 
United 0tafees Senate 
laehingtony h.C.

l^ar S«iatOT Ifai^lasi

/iOvAjl-tte^^vo

QL

fhaidE jtta, tKSt yxxar May 19, 1973, letter to the Keeper of the HatioBal 
Segister on hel»lf of lis. Lirete foir^l eoneemiag %im poreeervatlcm of 
Sttdbrcwic Bark ^ JBaltjte^e MarylaM.

As you may knotr, the park ms enters in the ifotioml Begister on 
Otme 19, 1973. hlstisg la the Hatinial Begister pcrovldes SncQarock 
Park with a liaited degree of jarotection l^on ptrojeets funded, U^MUsed, 
or cxeenit^ hy tie l^deral Gorenaimt. Ttim Advisory Ccuneil on Historic 
Preseorratioa oust be glTOU an oiq^ortmity to ecanent on any Federal 
project affecting a ]^0|>erty «n the Xatioual Begister, pimraant to 
Seetioii 106 of the Batimwa Historic Breserre^loa Acd: of 1966.

¥e have consulted the Advisory Cooneil staff eoncemiag the Caunell*s 
review of the project wlUi which its. Powell is eoBcenu^. Zh^ have 
advised ns that they eorraspcnkiad with Ms. Powell ou this aatter*
He, therefore, are referring yeisr letter to the Advisory Cou^il for 
further rehouse.

He ajgrMiU^e your interest in the historio pr«Mennitloa program 
the HatioBal Park S«*vice.

Sincerely yours,
Ernest Allen Connaily

Associate
Director

bcc: Mr, John N, Pearce
Maryland Historical Trust 
The John Shaw House 
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 2l401 ) w/c of inc.
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