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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

h NAME '^

STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

Erie
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

JRN 1 t
m...

Buffalo State Hospital
and/or HISTORIC;

Buffalo State Asylum

/,

2, LOCATION !
STREET ANDNUMBER:

400 Forest Avenue
'O' _________

CITY OR TOWN:

Buffalo
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York 36 Erie 029
*3. CLASSIFICATION

iii:

ilII;ii

(/)
CATEGORY

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC
Z

r~l District Building Public Public Acquisition: E Oqyupied Yes:

o □ Site □ Structure □ Private □ In Process □ Unoccupied ^ Restricted

□ Object 1 1 Both r~| Being Considered □ Preservation work 
in progress

□ Unrestricted

□ No
U

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Z5

Q£

CO

Z

lU

LU
CO

I I Agricultural 
I 1 Commercial 
( I Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I Government 
1 I Industrial

□ Military
□ Museum

□ Park
I I Private Residence 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

r~l Transportation 
S Ofher (Specify)
hospital

I I Comments

OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER’S N AME;

New York State Department of Mental Hygiene
STREET AND NUMBER:

44 Holland Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany 
LOCATtON-OF LEGAL DESCRIP'TioN~

New York

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Erie County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Buffalo

REPRESENTATtON IN EXISTING SURVEYS

New York

'

K!
O

H z
H-
(D

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1965 Federal 1 1 State □ County □ Local j
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
!

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE: CODE

Washington District of 11

41st Dist. Rep. Thaddeus J.
Columbia

Dulski A.



|7 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

iiliiiiiiiili^
0 Excellent [H Good Q Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated [ I Ruins n Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered [ 1 Unaltered

(Check One)
n Moved ^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

■r,> \
The twin towers of the administration building of the 

Buffalo State Hospital dominates the northwest section of the 
Buffalo skyline. The administration building ia at the apex 
of the complex with a flattened "V" shaped plan. When de­
signed by H.H. Richardson in 1870-1872 five connected wards 
radiated from the east and west sides of the central unit of 
this outstanding example of late nineteenth institutional 
architecture. Unfortunately the three eastern most wards 
were torn down in the 1960's.S^This reduced the original 
overall length of 2,200 feet. Today twelve buildings of the 

j Richardson complex survive including the administration V 
^building, five wards on the west, two wards on the east, and 
Ivfour service buildings in the inner courtyard.

The monumental hospital is located in a parklike set­
ting in a residential area near the Albright Knox Art Gallery 
and the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society. Today the 
wards are hidden by landscape features but earlier their 
gable ends created a rhythm which climaxed at the matching 
towers rising from the administration building. These towers 
with steep hipped roofs and round corner turrets help make the 
administration building the focal point of the grouping.
This three and one half story building has a greater vertical 
emphasis and general massiveness than do the three and one 
half story domestically scaled wards. The low service build­
ings "are broader,simpler, and more characteristically 
Richardsonian than the central pavilion and the wards'.^

^ The material used to construct the walls of the centra] 
unit-rough f^ed random ashlar sandstone add to its
massiveness. ^The first two wards on either side of the centra] 
core are also constructed of sandstone, while the other 
buildings are common brick of somewhat irregular texture. 
Originally these buildings were decorated with patterns 
created by tarred bricks, but the tar has been washed off.

While the hospitalb plan owes a debt to Richardson's 
training at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, "the other sources of 
the design seem to have been mostly English particularly 
projects of Burges'.' ^ The buildings have machicolated 
cornices, windows with flat or segmentalarches and dormers 
with quatrefoils in the tympanae. An interesting feature of 
the administration building is the entrance loggia with 
three round arches set between slightly projecting pavilions.

Richardson was a traditionalist with respect to 
structure and the hospital has masonry bearing walls with brie,: 
partitions. Interior features such as iron staircases and
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New York
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.IAN 1 i
(Number ell entries)

Number 7 Continued:

and heavy hardwood trim are plain, reflecting the function 
of the buildings.

^Henry-Russell Hitchcock. The Architecture of 
H.H. Richardson and His Times. Cambridge, Mass: M.I.T., 
1966, p.l23.

^Henry-Russell Hitchcock. Architecture: Nineteenth 
andTwentieth Centuries. BaJJJjaore: Penguin, 1968, p.222.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian I CH 16th Century

I I 15th Century C] 17th Century

SS
iis
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;:

wmmmsmilmi
I I 18th Century 

19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEls) (H Applicable and Known) 1871-1890
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol
[ I Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

I I Agriculture 
in Architecture 
□ Art 
n Commerce 
I I Communications 
r~1 Conservation

□ Education □ Political

□ Engineering Q Religion/Phi.

□ Industry losophy

I I Invention Q Science

® Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q] Socia l/Human-
□ Literature -.^orian

□ Military Q Theater

Q Music Q Transportofion

I I Urban Planning 
□ Othe^

7N
>\

-1

' / •'

/The Buffalo State Hospital, anc insame asylum built 
between 1872 and 1890, is an early institutional design by 
Henry Ho»son RicJiardsoiv/flSS8-1886) , one of America's most 
important arcEitects. This complex which was designed between 
1870 and 1872 during a period when Richardson was developing 
his personal style is significant to understanding the 
evolution of Richardson's style towards simplification and 
effective disposition of masses. The grouping retains the 
picturasqueness desired by contemporaties in architecture of 
the 1870*s but this is desciplined to create a unified 
composition. Frederick Law Olmsted(1822-1903), the leading 
American landscape architect of the late 19th century, planned 
the hospital's location and grounds and for this reason it is 
important to the history of landscape architecture.

Henry-Russell Hitchock, believes that "the formation of 
Richardson's style took place when he designed the Brattle 
Square Church (in 1870) and the Buffalo State Hospital.
The hospital "opens the line of monumental designs for utili­
tarian structures along which Richardson was to advance furthest. 
The dark rough stone; the great scale; the simple detail largejLy 
of structural c-haracter and only generically derived from 
mediaeval precedent; the bold silhouette and the solid mass; 
the adjustment of the parts of the complex programme, not 
only in plan, but in an exterior composition that expresses 
that plan; these are, in the best sense of the word, 
Richardsonian"^

History:
In 1869 the city of Buffalo gave New York State the site 

for a mental hospital. Soon the committee of ten managers 
chose Richardson to design the buildings. Richardson was pro­
bably chosen because of the influence of William Dorsheimer, 
a Congressman who later became Lieutenant Governor. In 1868 
Richardson had designed a house for Dorsheimer. A.J. Warner 
of Rochester was chosen supervising architect for the hospital 
and Olmsted was given responsibility for locating the complex 
on the site and for landscaping.

See Continuation Sheet
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I to. OEOGRAPHtCAL DATA ' ■' .......
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

r 0
D

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER

LATITU DE
LONGITUDE

l\
LATITUDE ' - LlONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42 ° 55 ■ 55” 78o 53- 15” O

.• .7 0 - -

NE 42 ° 55 ’ 55" 78° 52- 44”
SE ■ 42 ° 55 • 44” 78“ 52- 44r k ■-W.v

■SW 47 e ’ A A- 7RO • 1 R ”

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Q qr!T*Afi
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

COUNTY

N AME AND Tl TL.E:

T. Robins Browny Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION

N.Y. State.' Histotic’Ttust ' ___ ■
DATE

August 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

South Swan Street Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
ll2. STATE LIaTsON OFFICER CERTIFtCAllON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State Local Q

Name

New York

Title State Liaison Officer 

Date September 6. i'972

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an^istoric Preservation

/A/«
ATTEST:

Date /-fO?
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Number 8 continued:

The general plan of the complex which was adopted on 
August 25, 1870 by the managers was determined by Dr. Joseph P. 
Gray, head of the State Lunatic Asylum in Utica. The plan was_ 
probably influenced by the Erench inspired plan of the Connecti­
cut State Hospital begun in 1867 by Sloan and Hutton.

In January 1871 Olmsted, Richardson, and Warner 
inspected the site and stone was ordered. Excavation began in 
June, 1872. Surviving drawings show that between 187® and 1872 
the design of the hospital buildings were changed to gain greater 
simplification. By September 18, 1872 the final design had 
been determined and the buildings in the Richardson grouping 
were builtfollowing this design except brick for economy was 
substituted for stone in the outer buildings.

By 1878 the east half of the complex was largely com­
pleted and in 1880 patients were received. The formal opening 
took place on November 13, 1881 although all the buildings were 
not completed until around 1890. At this time the remaining 
buildings still serve as part of the state mental hospital, 
although the continued use of__y^ complex as it exists is very 
much in question.

^Henry-Russell Hitchcock. The Architecture of H.H 
Richardson and His Times. Cambridge, Mass: M.I.T., 1966,
p.181

'Ibid., p. 123.
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STATE

New York
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Erie
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Number 9

Buffalo State Asylum Board of Managers. Annual Report to the 
N.Y. State Legislature. 1871-1890.

Hitchcock, Henry Russell. The Architecture of H.H. Richardson
and His Times. Cambridge, Mass: M.I.T., 1966, pp. 117-
124, 181.

HitchcogkHenry-Russell. Architecture: Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries. Baltimore: Penguin, 1968, p.222.

Van Rensselaer, Mariana Griswald. Henry Hodson Richardson and 
His Works. New York: Dover, 1969, p.53.

Works Projects Administration. New York: A Guide to the
Empire State. American Guide Series. New York, 
Oxford, 1962, p.221

Files of the New York State Historic Trust.
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Buffalo State Hospital 
Buffalo, Erie County 
New York
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type alt entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Erie
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

COMMON: Buffalo State Hospital
AND/OR HISTORIC: guffqlo Bfate

g. LOCATIQH' __________________ iS. ^VA
STREET AND NUMBER: \400 Forest Avenue 7^
CITY OR TOWN! - yh ^

Buffalo ^
STATE:

New York
CODE COUNTY:

Erie
-'code

36 029

PHOTO CREDIT: Jack Bouchor
DATE OF PHOTO: 1965

NEGATIVE FILED AT: H.A.B.S.

Lji,brarv of Congress,f Washington ^
De4TIFICATIOht ____ r___ iiiii
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

View of northwest elevation of twin towers, 
administration building.

GPO 9 21-737



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name
Buffalo State Hospital

County, State Reference Number
Erie County, NY 73001186

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form

_X_ Photographs (#3) 

___USGSMap



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Erie
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

....

Buffalo State Hospital
AND/OR HISTORIC: Buffalo State Asylum

H
U STREET AND NUM BER:

400 Forest Avenue
=>
oc

CITY OR TOWN:

Buffalo
1- STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

to New York 36 E 029
3. MAP REFERgNCe __ ' _ .............. _ _

SOURCE: li'."S'. Geological "Survey, Buffalo "isl. W. wa.dran^le
7.5 Minute series

UJ

lU

to

SCALE: 1:24000
date: 1965

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Erie
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

Buffalo State Hospital
AND/OR HISTORIC; Buffalo State Asylum

H

U

ID

DC

t-
«/>
Z

lU

iU
»/»

i. tOCATlOH
STREET AND NUMBER:

400 Forest Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Buffalo
STATE: CODE COUNTY: ' 4^ ‘

Erie 'uZj ' ..
CODE

New York 36 029
MAP REFERENCE *

SOURCE: olaf William Shelgren, Jr., 110 Pearl St., Buffalo, N.Y.
SCALE: Site Plan: 1" 300'
DATE: 1971

U, REQUIREMENT$ ill
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type alt entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME

Buffalo State Hospital Buffalo State Asvlum

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE by NPS)

7. LOCATION
STATE

New York
COUNTY

Erie
TOWN

Buffalo
STREET AND NUMBER

400 Forest Avenue

souRCEpoT 7.5 Minute Serie 
(planimetric) Buffalo, N.Y. 1965 revised 1967 1:24000

WEOuiRE'MEfi’fs:'’ PROPERTY BOUMOARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW.

GPO 932.010
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST Parks & Recreation • State Campus • Albany. N.Y. 12226 • 518 457-4194

Louis C. Jones
Chairman

Conrad L. Wirth
Vice-Chairman

Ewald B. Nyquist 
Seymour H. Knox 
John H. G. Pell 
Laurence S. Rockefeller 
Mildred F. Taylor
C. Mark Lawton 

Director

Dr. Williajn Murtagh
Eeeper of the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Buffalo State Hospital, 400 Forest Avenue 
Buffalo, Erie County, New York

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved 
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser­
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 
2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust, the officially designated 
Preservation Agency, would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State Liaison Officer

-.Si

■

State of New York • Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor • Parks & Recreation • Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner



/

NEW YORK STATE ■ PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Maii, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

Ms. Nadine Jones 
National Register

Dear Ms. Jones:

January 9, 1973

Enclosed is the revised map for the Buffalo State Hospital 
as you requested on the telephone on January 5th.

From now on we will make sure that all nominations have at 
least one corner of the original map.

Please don't hesitate to call us if any more complications 
arise.

Sincerely,

r)'\ni ferciibz,.
'I';--. ■- <

■ 'A’-

Cornelia E. Brooke 
Research Assistant 
Board for Historic 

Preservation

CEB/kl
Enc. V i '

i



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK
JAN 1 2 1373Date Entered

LocationName

First Baptist Church of Ossining Ossining
Westchester County

Fwling
Dutcnesa County

Oblong Friends Meeting House

Buffalo State Bospitad Buffalo
Erie County

Smith (Abigail Adams) riouse Kew York
New York County

Also Notified

State Liaison Officer

Comnissioner of Parks S Recreation 
Room 303, South £v?an Street Bldg. 
?dbany, Ne’f Yorl: 12223

Lon. Jet’nos L. Buckley 
Kon. Hamilton Fish, Jr 
lion. Hov/ard Robison
Hon. Thaddeus J. Dulski 
Eon. Edvard I. Koch director. Northeast Region ^Rowland 1/12/73
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lSufP4,to 57/V^£
(Resource Name)

~13O0\\t<o ! D(.oO^-.33S>7

c^ou?^^
(Reference Number[s]) 

AJ-/

(County) (State)

0^1
(Date form completed)

U/^cC
(Completed by)

STATUS:
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL 4. TR 5. MRA 6. OVFR-

DEMOLISHED SIZED
7. NPS - 8 DOE -

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION
9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION;
1 Missing Status. Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )

Available on: Microfiche ( ): Optical Disk ( )

2 / /
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

0[D / 2M / iq'&v
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)

4.

(Date Designated)

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where tiled and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6
(Location of oversize file)

7 / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS / /
(Where found, or source of replacement)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card

(Date Found/Replaced)

WASO 21 
JAN. 1986


