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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Four stories in height with a five-story tower, Reid
Hall is composed of a large central block and several pro-
jecting wings arranged in an approximately L-shaped plan.
The masonry walls of natural granite blocks are marked by a
belt course between the second and third floors, and a cor-
belled battlemented parapet which conceals the flat roof.

The original structure consists of the three-bay main block
A one-story porch, accessible from the interior by means
of a series of French windows, extends the length of three
sides. The five-story tower occupies the projecting central
bay of the south or front elevation and contains the main
entrance and porte-cochere. A turret, originally located at
the southeast corner of the tower has been removed..

The wings are laid out asymmetrically but they generally
lie in an easterly and westerly direction from the central
block. A projection on the south elevation of the T-shaped
west wing contains two sets of rectangular mullion windows,
and a terrace at the west end forms a porte-cochere for the
door at the cellar level. An octagonal room projects from the
east wing.

The first floor and the main halls on the second and third
floors have remained relatively unchanged. The interior of
the main hall and the stairs are of pink Numidian marble from
Georgia, with accents of yellow Numidian marble from Africa.
The rooms in the main block are of French influence, each
panelled with carved oak or mahogany inlaid with curly maple
and mother-of-pearl, and the ceilings are coffered inplaster.
The main rooms on the first floor of the west wing are in the
Jacobian style and panelled with oak. There is one Tiffany-
style skylight above the main hall on the third floor. The
floors in the main hall on the second and third floors are of
marble mosaic tiles.

The upper stories and the secondary halls have been
significantly altered to accomodate the needs of the school.

Northeast of the dwelling stands a small one-story stone
chapel with a contiguous, circular, two-story s gﬂ?owgr.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A lavishly decorated residence in‘the style of a Ren-
aissance Revival castle, Reid Hall was designed in 1892
by Stanford White. Originally constructed as the home of
Whitelaw Reid, owner and editor-in-chief of the New York
Herald Tribune, the building is now the administrative
center and focal point of the Manhattanville College campus.

Ophir Farms was purchased in 1887 by Mr. and Mrs. Whitelaﬁ
Reid from Ben Holladay, a contractor and merchant in the
American West. The original house burned the following year
and Reid commissioned Stanford White to build what is now the
main block of the present structure. Completed in 1892,
Ophir or Reid Hall was built in the style of a Renaissance
Revival Castle. Reid also hired Frederick Law Olmstead to
landscape the 1,714 acre estate.

.. .. The interior was lavishly decorated in the French style.
The interiors of the two French parlors were imported from
Chateau Villense in France and reinstalled to the east of the
main hall. It was said at the time to be the '"most perfect
example of Louis XIV work ever seen in America.'" The interiors
of the other two main rooms on the first floor came from the
home of Darius Mills (Reid's father-in-law) in New York City.

In 1912 Reid commissioned the firm of McKim, Mead and
White to build on a large library wing and to erect a guest
cottage on the estate. This wing was decorated in the
Jacobean style, panelled in oak. The library, a large room
two stories in height at the end of the wing, originally
contained some stained glass windows from a cathedral in
England. :

Whitelaw Reid, as the owner end editor-in-chief of the
New York Herald Tribune, minister to France, special ambassadox
to England, and a one-time Republican nominee for vice-
president, entertained graciously at Ophir Hall. Among his
more prominent guests were Henry James, Anthony Eden, and
Calvin Coolidge. Reid died while in England in 1912, never

See Continuation Sheet
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Number 8.

having seen the completed Ophir Hall. His wife returned
there for only a short time, placing the house in the care
of her son Ogden, who continued to reside there. When
Prajadhipok, the King of Siam, came to the United States

for an operation, he and his entourage stayed at Ophir Hall.

The house remained in the Reid family until it was
bought by Manhattanville College in 1951. It now serves
as the administration building for the college,.

GPO 921.724
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name,

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

g 10, Geographical Data.

a. Lgngitude and Latitude Coordinates. {.
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b. Acreage.

11. Form Prepared By.

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.
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Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
criteria in full. '

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg. South Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Information 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner

February 14, 1974

Mr., Charles Herrington

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Enclosed please find the amended National Register nomination
forms for Reid Hall (Westchester County) and the Henderson Place
Historic District (New York County)

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
write or call (518-474-0479).

Sincerely,

!

uij u’d\ Y

Lynn Beebe Weaver

Research Assistant

Division for Historic
Preservation

LBW/das

Enc.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

MAR 2 2 1974
Date Entered
; Name Location
{ Ophér-Parms (Reid Hall, Manhattanville College) Purchase
: ( ’f 0.5 paoall Westchester County

DeRidder Homestead Town of Easton

Washington County
/ |

/j_;" ™~ { \
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Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Jacob K. Javits Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
Hon. James L. Buckley Parks and Recreation
Hon. Ogden R. Reid Room 303, South Swan Street Building
Hon. Carleton J. King Albany, New York 12223

Director, North Atlantic Region lPR MOTT: pl 3/25/74



NEW YORK STATE ' PARKS & RECREATION ° South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

March 26, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

Reid Hall, Purchase, Westchester County.

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by
the Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria
outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division of Historic
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency,
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission
with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
jaison Officer

By: F. L. RATH, JR.
Deputy Commissioner



