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STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

Westchester
FOR NPS USE ONLT

ENTRY DATE

MAR 2 2 1974
[1. NAME ________________ _____________ ____________ ___________________________________
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Reid (p f-h I r M
and/or HJ^STORIC:

Ophir Hall, Reid (Whitelaw) House
STREET ANQNUMBER:

Manhattanville College, Purchase Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Purchase
STATE

New York
3. CLASSIFICATION

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

24
COUNTY:

Westchester
CODE

119
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CATEGORY

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

□ District [3 Building

□ Site Q Structure

1 1 Object

□ Public 
(3 Private

1 1 Both

Public Acquisition:

Q In Process

1 1 Being Considered

[3; Occupied

1 1 Unoccupied

1 1 Preservation work 
in progress

Yes:

[3 Restricted

□ Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Approprfafe;

I I Agricultural 
( I Commercial 
□l Educational 
I I Entertainment

I ) Government 
[ I Industrial 
I I Military 
□ Museum

□ Park
I I Private Residence 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

I I Transportation D Comments

iXl Other (Specify) ________________
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U. OWNER OF PROPEftTY ..........................

— OWNER’S NAME:

Manhattanville College
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Purchase Street -

(/> CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Purchase New York
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t$. tdcATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Westchester County Courthouse s; SCD c
ST_REET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
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CITY OR TOWN:

White Plains New York
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|6. representation IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: □ Federol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

If, HrAt
State ^lPj^Lock\U

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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Rep: Ogden R. Reid
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rnsiniTinM
Excellent □ Good □ Fair I 1 Deteriorated □ Ruins O Unexposed

w 1 1 1 rN (Check One) (Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered n Moved a Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Four stories in height with a five-story tower, Reid 
Hall is composed of a large central block and several pro
jecting wings arranged in an approximately L-shaped plan.
The masonry walls of natural granite blocks are marked by a 
belt course between the second and third floors, and a cor
belled battlemented parapet which conceals the flat roof.

The original structure consists of the three-bay main block 
A one-story porch, accessible from the interior by means 
of a series of French windows, extends the length of three 
sides. The five-story tower occupies the projecting central 
bay of the south or front elevation and contains the main 
entrance and porte-cochere. A turret, originally located at 
the southeast corner of the tower has been removed..

The wings are laid out asymmetrically but they generally 
lie in an easterly and westerly direction from the central 
block. A projection on the south elevation of the T-shaped 
west wing contains two sets of rectangular mullion windows, 
and a terrace at the west end forms a porte-cochere for the 
door at the cellar level. An octagonal room projects from the 
east wing.

The first floor and the main halls on the second and third 
floors have remained relatively unchanged. The interior of 
the main hall and the stai;rs are of pink Numidian marble from 
Georgia, with accents of yellow Numidian marble from Africa.
The rooms in the main block are of French influence, each 
panelled with carved oak or mahogany inlaid with curly maple 
and mother-of-pearl, and the ceilings are coffered inplaster.
The main rooms on the first floor of the west wing are in the 
Jacobian style and panelled with oak. There is one Tiffany- 
style skylight above the main hall on the third floor. The 
floors in the main hall on the second and third floors are of 
marble mosaic tiles.

The upper stories and the secondary halls have been 
significantly altered to accomodate the needs of the school.

Northeast of the dwelling stands a small one-story stone
chapel with a contiguous, circular, two-story s
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian I CH Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
19th Century

SPECIFIC DATElSl (H Applicable and Known) 1892: 1912
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal O Education

I 1 Prehistoric Q Engineering

I I Historic Industry

□ Agriculture Q] Invention

JD Architecture ^ Landscape

□ Art Architecture

I 1 Commerce □ Literature

□ Communicotions ^ Military

□ Conservation q ̂ ysic

jSn Political 
1 1 Religion/Phi

losophy 
i I Science 
1 1 Sculpture 
1 I Sociol/Human- 

itarion 
1 I Theater 
r~1 Trans portotion

□ 20th Century

If]]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A lavishly decorated residence in-the style of a Ren
aissance Revival castle, Reid Hall was designed in 1892 
by Stanford White. Originally constructed as the home of 
Whitelaw Reid, owner and editor-in-chief of the New York 
Herald Tribune, the building is now the administrative 
center and focal point of the Manhattanville College campus.

Ophir Farms was purchased in 1887 by Mr. and Mrs. WhitelaT[r 
Reid from Ben Holladay, a contractor and merchant in the 
American West. The original house burned the following year 
and Reid commissioned Stanford White to build what is now the 
main block of the present structure. Completed in 1892,
Ophir or Reid Hall was built in the style of a Renaissance 
Revival Castle. Reid also hired Frederick Law Olmstead to 
landscape the 1,714 acre estate.

The interior was lavishly decorated in the French style. 
The interiors of the two French parlors were imported from 
Chateau Villense in France and reinstalled -to the east of the 
main hall. It was said at the time to be the "most perfect 
example of Louis XIV work ever seen in America." The interior* 
of the other two main rooms on the first floor came from the 
home of Darius Mills (Reid's father-in-law) in New York City.

In 1912 Reid commissioned the firm of McKim, Mead and 
White to build on a large library wing and to erect a guest 
cottage on the estate. This wing was decorated in the 
Jacobean style, panelled in oak. The library, a large room 
two stories in height at the end of the wing, originally 
contained some stained glass windows from a cathedral in 
England.

Whitelaw Reid, as the owner end editor-in-chief of the 
New York Herald Tribune, minister to France, special ambassadoi 
to England, and a one-time Republican nominee for vice- 
president j entertained graciously at Ophir Hall. Among his 
more prominent guests were Henry James, Anthony Eden, and 
Calvin Coolidge. Reid died while in England in 1912, never

See Continuation Sheet
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9.: MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

McSi^feeney, Patricia and Nancy Patrick. History of Reid 
Hall. Manhattanville College Archives, manuscript.

10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 41° 01 56« 73 ° 42 ■ 5B'
NE o » • O » m

SE O » n O » t»

.sw 0 » • O » ■_

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 1/2

LATITUDE AND LONGIT’JDE C O O R.DJ N A .T
DEFINING THt CtisTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
41° 01 55-

-_______________

Degrees Minutes Seconds
73 ° 42 -

5i

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES 7oR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND Tl TLE: Edna Hibbs, Joan M. Norton 

Lvnn Beebe Weaver__________ORGANIZATIONo£ ArcE11ecture, Columbia Universit;^ 
New York State Division for Historic Preservatinin Ma TrVi 1*17

STREET AND NUMBER: columbia Univcrsity
.^mitb SMan Riii 1 H i ng

CITY OR town: YOrk

Alban:|12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTiFtCATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National I3''\ State □ Local g]

Name

Title State Liaison Officer

Date

Voy.y
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register,

Director, Ollice ot Archeology end Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of Ttff National R^iafer, f l. -) ^
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

New York
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Westchester
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

“ MAR Ji 2 f974
(Number alt entriea)

Number 8.

having seen the completed Ophir Hall. His wife returned 
there for only a short time, placing the house in the care 
of her son Ogden, who continued to reside there. When 
Prajadhipok, the King of Siam, came to the United States 
for an operation, he and his entourage stayed at Ophir Hall

The house remained in the Reid family until it was 
bought by Manhattanville College in 1951. It now serves 
as the administration building for the college.
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PLEASE RETURN THIS TORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. NAME OF PROPERTY _\/n±A WO- DATE

The attached National Rcp.ister Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated be.low.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3.

4.

5.

6. 

7.

Classification.

Owner of Property.

Location of Legal Description.

Representation in Existing Surveys. 

Description. _______________________

8, Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

jC__ 10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. JL^<^txxox^~tO ’Ijb-vr^M.MTtA ■

b. Acreage.

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.

X Other. 'li- JxSl

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of those technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.

SIGNED:
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PROPERTY
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TECH REVIEW Photos_/

CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
MtuhtApx tCtU^ 6utr

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register write-up (pj3>jl^

Federal Register entry S” 7 >

Send-back /- 7 73 

Re-submit _^/ 7V

Entered MAR 2 2W4
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg, South Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Information 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich. Commissioner

February 14, 1974

Mr. Charles Herrington 
National Register o£ Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

' ffiCDVtO
FEB 2 8 1974 jT

NATIONAJ-
register

Dear Mr. Herrington:
•is.

Enclosed please find the amended National Register nomination 
forms for ReJ.d Hall (Westchester County) and the Henderson Place 
Historic District (New York County) . wr--.___ _

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 
write or call (518-474-0479).

Sincerely,

kjJ k/v—^

Lynn Beebe Weaver 
Research Assistant 
Division for Historic 

Preservation

LBW/das

Enc.
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Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javlts 
Hon. Janaa L. Bueklay 
Hon. Ogdan R. Raid 
Hon. Carlaton J. King
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,n:

Stata Historic Prasarvation Offiear 
Hr. Alaxandar Aldrich, Conaiasionar 
Parks and Raeraation 
Room 303, South Swan Straot Building 
Albany, Maw York 12223

Director, North Atlantic Region
) PR MOTT: pi 3/25/74



NEW YORK STATE0
1

& RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

March 26, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Reid Hall, Purchase, Westchester County.

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by 
the Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria 
outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division of Historic 
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission 
with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
Statje-ixiaison Officer

'7 .'7

By: F. L. RATH, JR. 
Deputy Commissioner


